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A Newport home sparkles at Christmas

Photography by Bernadette Heydt, courtesy of Heydt Home



All is Bright

A Newport homeowner pulls out all the stops to make a magical Christmas for her family

By Elyse Major

[( t one point I had 50 nativities, 75
Santas, and one nine-foot Christmas
tree. I now have five nine-foort trees,
cight seven-foot trees, one nativity,

and four Santas,” says Rosemary Heydt. No matter

how the math shakes out, one thing is for sure -
she enjoys decking the halls, setting the table, and
making things merry and bright. “I like every year
to be different and over the top, so the style is

always changing,” she says with a warm smile.

60

If her last name is familiar, it’s likely due to her
husband William, an artist known for capturing
the people and places of Newport via vibrant
watercolor paintings. His beloved work can be
found all over the City by the Sea like an I-spy, with
prints, paintings, and his book Working Newport
displayed in shops, cafes, and hotels.

For 18 years, the couple has lived in Newport’s
Historic Hill neighborhood in a house that dates
back to 1836. Heydt relays that the home’s original
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The stage is set for
Christmas dinner

Photography by Bernadette Heydt, courtesy of Heydt Home
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owner, Captain Augustus Littlefield, asked his builder to
design an authentic copy of a villa that he’d seen during a trip
to Southern Italy. Inside, the Heydts have outfitted interiors
with an eclectic blend of furnishings and accents, adhering to
neither a villa nor coastal vibe. “We have a lot of different art
throughout our home, and a life-size horse made out of junk
in our entrance hall. Not very New England!”

The Heydts have three grown children, a new grandchild,
and dog Luna. “I decorate my home for my family. They are
the reasons I do what I do,” says Heydt. “Last year I decided
to decorate cach nine-foot tree for ecach family member.

My husband Bill and son Eric’s tree was decorated with all

Photography by Bernadette Heydt, courtesy of Heydt Home

gold ornaments; my daughter Bernadette and her husband
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Andrea’s tree had all white ornaments and
white doves; my daughter Samantha had
a tree of different colors; and my new
grandson had his nine-foot tree decorated
with Santas and candy canes. The family
tree was a collection of ornaments from
when the kids were young up to today.

“Iam very happy that my children are always
home for Christmas,” says Heydt. “The room
I enjoy the most is the dining room, where
the white Christmas tree is. It is where we sit
and have friends and family over for dinner, so
basically it is the heart of our home.”
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COURTHOUSE
CENTER FOR THE ARTS

COMEDY | THEATER | SHOWS | CONCERTS & MORE

LOVE AT FIRST BITE

FRIDAY 11/4

The One Hit Wonderers 7:30pm 9|
FRIDAY 11/11
pe The Eagles Experience 8pm q

SATURDAY 11/12
Allman Brothers - Capricorn 8pm

FRIDAY 11/18
The Cars - Best Friends Girl 8pm

SATURDAY 11/19
The Corvettes DOO WOP 7:30pm

SUNDAY 11/20
Philip Martorella - Pianist 3pm

SATURDAY 11/26
Comedy night with Kim Arundel - Hosts
Annie Powell & Rafi Gonzalez 7:30pm R

FRIDAY 12/2
Van Morrison Tribute 8pm

SATURDAY 12/10
A Nashville Christmas 7:30pm

KITCHEN

Creative American Cuisine

DINNER

SPONSORED BY Wed-Sun: 4pm-9:30pm

GRIECO BRUNCH

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

Sat-Sun: 10am-2pm

771 Hope Street, Providence ® 331-4100

3481 Kingstown Road, West Kingston
401-782-1018 « CourthouseArts.o

501C3 NON PROFIT PROVIDING FREE CHILDREN'S PROG

ONE UF NE W ENGLAND S LARGES T CONSIGNMEN T SHOPS
1 bt = g TR LT

Antique-To-Modern Art « Books « Collectibles « Electronics
Furniture « Glassware « Kitchenware « Linens
Musical Instruments « Pottery « Rugs
Sterling Flatware & Holloware - Tools & more...

FOR INFORMATION ON CONSIGNING VISIT OUR WEBSITE
https://www.mikesestateservices.com/consign

Est.1998 @ § visallbisc ver

Estate Services

65 MANCHESTER STREET, WEST WARWICK - 401-825-7670 Ei
Wed-Fri 10am-5pm | Sat 10am-4pm | Sun Tlam-4pm | Closed Mon & Tues
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Get Rhody Style

[deas and resources for making the
most of living in the Ocean State.

Heydt Couture

Daughter Bernadette Heydt is an interior
designer whose home graced the cover
of our 2021 Home issue (“Cozy Spaces”).
Additionally, she is a jewelry maker and
co-founder of creative agency Heydt Ma-
son. Learn more at HeydtHome.com

Friendly Reminder

Love a good Christmas shop? Check out
A Christmas to Remember at 130 Thames
Street. Find ornaments, nutcrackers,
coastal-themed Santas, and more.

The Hill
The area known as Historic Hill might be
tight for driving but is perfect for a stroll
- taking in plaque houses, cobblestone
streets, and charming architecture along
the way.

Photography by Bernadette Heydt, courtesy of Heydt Home



